Pythonella is characterized by an oocyst containing 16 sporocysts each with four sporozoites. Previously a monotypic genus containing P. bengalensis, it was described from a Python sp. in India by Ray and Das-Gupta (1937, Indian Sci. CongoProc. 24: 292) . Their description listed only oocyst diameter (25 to 30 p..) and sporocyst length and width (8 to 10 by 6.7 p..) with limited information on some endogenous stages. No figure was presented in the original description.
Since only nine oocysts were observed in the small amount of fecal material collected, the measurements for all oocysts are presented below. All measurements are in microns, with means given in parentheses following the range.
Pythonella scelopori sp. n.
(Figs. 1-5)
Morphology : Unsporulated oocysts (Fig. 1 33 (43.7 by 31.4) . Shape index 1.30 to 1.51 (1.39) . Polar body apparently lacking. Oocyst residuum present as small granules scattered among sporocysts. Sporocysts round to slightly ovoid, but occasionally distorted due to tight packing in oocyst. Sporocysts (N = 25) 8 to 10 by 7 to 9 (8.7 by 8.1). Shape index 1.00 to 1.28 (1.07) . Stieda body lacking. Crescentshaped sporozoites (Fig. 4) 2 to 3 by 7 to 10. Sporozoites without observable nucleus or refractile globules. Sporocyst residuum absent. One anomaly (Fig. 2) with 10 sporocysts measured 40.7 by 28.6. FIGURE 5. Sporulated oocyst of P. scelopori. Camera lucida drawing.
from invertebrate hosts (snails, leeches, earthworms), whereas Pythonella has been described from a reptile. Measurements of the sporulated oocysts observed in the present study do not fall into the range of P. benga - RESEARCH NOTES 685 lensis. This information and the differences in hosts and continents indicate that the present organism is a new species. Sceloporus squamosus is chiefly insectivorous, although stomach content analysis showed they also eat spiders and other arthropods, and it is possible that P. scelopori may actually be a parasite of an invertebrate eaten by the lizard. However, several of the sympatrie species also examined, particularly C. similis and Ameiva spp., were also shown by stomach analysis to subsist on quite similar diets and in no instance were oocysts of Pythonella observed.
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